
 
 

Second Circular 

on holding the International Scientific Physics Olympiad 

ISPhO-2026 

 
 

Dear colleagues, 

 
We are pleased to announce additional information about the International Scientific Physics Olympiad (ISPhO) 

(hereinafter referred to as the Olympiad).  

 

This Circular contains the following information: 

 List of participating countries (so far) 

 General information: rules and time schedule 

 Technical requirements: participants and team leaders 
 

List of participating countries 

 
List of countries participating in the Olympiad: 

 

 

Nr. 

List of Participating Countries 

represented by  

national teams or guest teams 

List of Participating Countries 

represented by 

individual participants 

Awaiting confirmation 

(T=Team, IP= Individual 

Participants) 

1. Arab Republic of Egypt Romania Republic of Armenia (T) 

2. 
Arab Republic of Egypt (guest 

team) 
People's Republic of Bangladesh 

Republic of India (T) 

3. 
Federal Democratic Republic of 

Ethiopia 
 Republic of Kazakhstan (T) 

4. Islamic Republic of Iran  Republic of Nicaragua (T) 

5. Islamic Republic of Pakistan  State of Qatar (T) 

6. Kingdom of Thailand  Turkmenistan (T) 

7. Kyrgyz Republic  United Mexican States (T) 

8. Malaysia  
Bolivarian Republic of 

Venezuela (IP) 

9. Republic of Azerbaijan  
Commonwealth of Australia 

(IP) 

10. Republic of Belarus  
Federal Democratic Republic 

of Nepal (IP) 

11. Republic of Botswana  
Federal Republic of Nigeria 

(IP) 

12. Republic of Cuba  
Federative Republic of Brazil 

(IP) 

13. Republic of Mozambique  
Islamic Emirate of 

Afghanistan (IP) 

14. Republic of Panama  Macedonia (IP) 

15. Republic of Peru  Mongolia (IP) 

16. Republic of Tajikistan  Republic of Angola (IP) 

17. Republic of Uzbekistan  Republic of Indonesia (IP) 

18. Russian Federation  Republic of Korea (IP) 

19. Syrian Arab Republic  Republic of Moldova (IP) 

20.   Republic of Serbia (IP) 



21.   Republic of Singapore (IP) 

22.   Republic of Turkiye (IP) 

23.   Republic of Yemen (IP) 

24.   Republic of Zambia (IP) 

25.   Republic of Zimbabwe (IP) 

26.   State of Libya (IP) 

27.   United States of America (IP) 

 
*Not all the requirements are met. Participants (both teams and individual participants) are given time to resolve 

issues until 12:00 (Moscow time) Wednesday, June 17th. 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

Important rules 
 

As part of the examinations, each participant will receive personal accounts for the proctoring systems exams.mipt.ru.  

 

The theoretical and experimental exams are held remotely using the exams.mipt.ru proctoring system. A personal 
account is created in advance for each participant; access to the system is provided via an individual link (login and 

password) sent to the participant separately — through the team leader or by e-mail. Self-registration and account 

creation are not required. 
Before the examinations, a test technical session will be organized, during which the participant must verify the 

readiness of their equipment and the ability to connect to the proctoring system. Before the check and the exam begin 

(as well as after every connection drop), the participant must grant the browser access to the camera, microphone and 

the entire screen. Access must be granted to the entire screen, otherwise the result may not be counted. The exam can 
only be started after the technical check has been successfully passed. 

One hour before the start, a waiting room opens with the General Instructions, which the participant must read before 

gaining access to the tasks. At the scheduled date and time, the transition to the tasks happens automatically; if it 
does not occur, the exam can be started with the “Start exam” button. The duration of the exam is 5 hours. After the 

exam ends, the participant is given 1 hour to scan and upload their solutions to the proctoring system and/or to the 

Olympiad e-mail. 
During the exam it is not recommended to leave the page — this ensures the continuity of the video recording. In 

case of any malfunction, the participant can return to the session page and click “Continue solving”, or refresh the 

page (F5) and continue. 

 

Proctoring rules: 

1. The event is held remotely with mandatory identification of the participant’s identity. 

2. Each participant takes each exam (theoretical, experimental) only once. 
3. During the exam, the participant may use only the exam page on exams.mipt.ru; the use of any other Internet 

resources and applications is not allowed, unless otherwise stated in the task or communicated by the proctor. 

4. The exam result may be annulled in case of violations on the part of the participant. 
 

It is permitted to use only materials provided by the organizers. For problems containing simulations, the software is 

provided at the beginning of the exam via the proctoring system. 

 
The solution of any problem can be done using Microsoft Excel, Wolfram Mathematica, or Python. Installing these 

programs (including Python package updates) during the exam is prohibited. In cases where the listed software is 

used for a solution, the solution file must be submitted, and its content should be explicitly described in the working 
sheets. Any graph made using the listed software is marked equally with a manually drawn graph.  

 

We are extremely intolerant of any attempt to cheat during Olympiad tours. If such behavior is recorded during the 

Olympiad, participants from the respective country will be disqualified from the Olympiad. To avoid the possibility 
of such situations or suspicion on the part of the organizers, participants will be required to store away all their 

electronic devices. 

 

 

 

 



TIME SCHEDULE 

 
21 June — Opening ceremony and an introductory video: the organizers explain the structure of the Olympiad and 

its technical aspects 

21–23 June — Technical test session of equipment and the ability to connect to the proctoring system and video 
conferences 

23 June — Discussion and translation of the theoretical exam tasks (team leaders, video conference) 

24 June — Examination day No. 1: theoretical exam (waiting room — 1 hour, exam — 5 hours, uploading of solutions 

— 1 hour) 
25 June — Discussion and translation of the experimental exam tasks (team leaders, video conference) 

26 June — Examination day No. 2: experimental round (under the same rules as the theoretical exam) 

28 June — Moderation  
29 June — Board meeting 

30 June — Closing ceremony 

 

The exact timing of the events depends on the time zones of registered countries and will be announced additionally. 
Please make sure participants meet the technical requirements in advance. 

 

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS 

 

 Participants  

(Teams and individual participants) 
To take the examinations via proctoring, the following is required: 

— a desktop computer or laptop with the Microsoft Windows operating system.  

— a desktop computer or laptop with a stable Internet connection without drops throughout the entire exam; the 

recommended speed is at least 10 Mbit/s (in case of a prolonged connection drop the exam may not be counted); 
— a webcam with a resolution of at least 0.5 MP and a frame rate of at least 25 frames per second; 

— a working microphone (built into the laptop or webcam, or external); 

— a Google Chrome 70+ browser (the latest version is recommended), Microsoft Edge 17+ or Mozilla Firefox 52+; 
— the ability to grant the browser access to the camera, microphone and the entire screen. 

On the days of the test session, participants are advised to verify the readiness of their equipment in advance. 

Credentials and the access link are sent separately — through the team leader or by e-mail. 
 

 

Team leaders 

Team leaders are advised to use personal laptops or computers with a stable Internet connection, as well as any 
convenient software for translating the tasks — no special software is required. The tasks are distributed in Microsoft 

Word or LaTeX format; the leaders are free to choose the way to translate them. Marking and moderation are carried 

out in the pho.rs electronic system. 
 

Board meetings and moderation will be organized using Discord. Invitations to the Discord server will be send to 

team leader’s emails as well as pho.rs logins. 

 
On the days of the board meetings (23, 25 and 29 June) and days of moderation (28 June), team leaders connect to a 

video conference where the organizers provide instructions for translation and moderation, present the tasks, and 

facilitate further discussion.  
 

Invitations to the Discord server will be send to team leader’s emails as well as pho.rs logins. 

 
Important note to individual participants: individual participants do not preliminary receive problems for 

translation. Individual participants receive problems in the original language of the Olympiad – English language.  

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

E-mail: ispho@phystech.edu 

Telegram chat: ISPhO 2026 — Tech Support 

Whatsapp: ISPhO 2026 — Tech Support 

mailto:ispho@phystech.edu
https://t.me/+69MwAqjMgzhiMDli
https://chat.whatsapp.com/BumW5iXxJFZAKe2MCVR2nw

