
 

First Circular 

on holding the International Scientific Physics Olympiad  

ISPhO-2026 

 
 

 Dear Colleagues, 

The International Scientific Physics Olympiad (hereinafter referred to as the 

Olympiad, ISPhO-2026) will be held in 2026 for the fourth time and is organized by 

the Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation and Moscow Institute of Physics 

and Technology (hereinafter referred to as MIPT).  

Due to the increased risk of potential logistical difficulties for participants, the 

organizers have decided to hold the 2026 Olympiad using the online communication 

and information distribution technologies (remotely) from June 21 to June 30, 2026. 

This ensures equal opportunities for all participating countries and allows focusing on 

the intellectual component of the event. 

ISPhO-2026 format: The ISPhO-2026 will be held exclusively online. The program 

includes: 

• Science Festival: Online lectures from leading scientists will be held in June 2026. 

The information presented in some of the lectures will be necessary to solve the 

problems of the ISPhO-2026. 

• theoretical exam: 3 tasks, one of which involves elements of computer modeling (no 

special programming skills required); 

• experimental exam: work with the special software that emulates the operation of 

experimental equipment, as well as experimental data processing. 

ISPhO-2026 Participation Conditions and Cost: There is no participation fee. 

Participation is free for all delegations and individual participants. The primary focus is 

on the competitive and educational aspects of the Olympiad. 



Locations: All events will be held on the Olympiad digital platform. No in-person 

venues are planned for 2026. 

Delegation: each participating country may register a delegation consisting of a school 

students’ team of up to 5 participants and 2 heads of delegation. 

Registration of individual participants is allowed (upon confirmation of the status of a 

candidate for the national team). 

Age of participants: up to 20 years old as of July 31, 2026. 

The ISPhO-2026 language: The working language is English. Team leaders will 

translate the assignments into national languages remotely. Team leaders must be 

physics specialists capable of solving the Olympiad problems and have sufficient 

English proficiency for reading and communicating. Delegations may be accompanied 

by observers and guests. Observers may attend all Olympiad meetings online, including 

board meetings, but are not allowed to vote or participate in discussions. 

Appeals and awards: Upon completion of the ISPhO-2026 tasks, an appeal procedure 

based on the results of inspections is provided. Once the results are finalized, the 

winners and special prize-winners are awarded medals in accordance with individual 

results, diplomas in the category “Theory and Modeling”, as well as in special 

nominations: “Overall Winner”, “Best Result” in the category “Theory and Modeling”, 

“Best Result” in the category “Experiment”, “Best Team Score” and “National 

Diamond”. 

Registration and contacts:  

The registration is open now and will close June 12.  

Please follow the official website of the ISPhO-Olympiad https://ispho.mipt.ru/ and fill 

out the form. 

For further information on organizational matters, please contact us at the following 

email address: ispho@phystech.edu 

Telegram channel: https://t.me/ispho25 
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